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The Left Unites: 


he two main parties on the Irish radical left, 
the Anci-Austerity Alliance and People Before 
Profit, have joined forces to form a common 
front for the coming general election. 
The new alliance has the backing of four 
TDs (Richard Boyd Barrett, Ruth Coppinger, Joe Higgins 
and Paul Murphy) and 27 councillors. In the election 
AAA-PBP will field over 30 candidates and hope to 
considerably increase the representation of the Left in 
the Dail. 

AAA-PBP will campaign to expose the sham ‘recov- 
ery falsely toured by the government parties and their 
friends in the media. The super-rich are getting even 
richer but there is no recovery for the vast majority of 
ordinary people. 

‘Two great crises facing the country reveal the real nature 
of this ‘recovery’: the housing crisis and the hospital trolley 
crisis. If there is a recovery why is the housing shortage 
getting worse and the homeless still dying on the streets? 

If there is a recovery why is our health service de- 
scending into chaos? (See Our Health Service in Crisis 
page two) And why do our nurses have to go on strike 
against overcrowding? (See page two) 

The answer is clear: because this is a recovery for the 
1% not the 99%. 


Water Charges - Still the issue 
Both the AAA and PBP fought the unfair water charges 
from the beginning and have campaigned strongly for 
non-payment. Both stand for the complete abolition 
of Irish Water and they urge everyone in the anti-water 
charges movement to support them in the election. 
People Before Profit Cllr Brid Smith says, ‘The serious 
charges brought against the Jobstown 27 for a simple 
sit down protest and the prosecution of the Crumlin 
13 for peacefully resisting water meters show that the 
Government is still in disarray on this issue. Ir is vical 
we all defend the right to protest and stand in solidarity.’ 


Core Principles 
The AAA- PBP alliance have agreed a programme of core 
principles on which they will campaign. 

These are: 


E Abolish water charges and home taxes — scrap the 
USC for low and middle income workers. 

E An emergency programme of council housing con- 
struction and rent controls. 

E Reverse the cuts and increase in health, education 
and public transport — no to privatisation 

E Decent work and a living wage 

E Reverse all social protection cuts affecting lone parents, 
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Owen McCormack on 
The New Corporate 


Landlords 
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job seekers, child benefit, pensioners and the disabled 
E Tax justice — make the super -wealthy and corpora 
tions pay their fair share of tay. 

E Stop paying the odious debts of bankers and speculators 
E Repeal the 8" Amendment 


for a woman's right 
to choose 


E Solidarity with refugees — no to racism and fortress 
Europe 


The Carrickmines Tragedy and State Racism 


Socialist Worker has received this powerful 
statement from Brigid Quilligan, Director of the 
Irish Traveller Mavement. 


he Irish state and consecutive 

governments since the farmation 

of the state have failed Travellers. 

Our state knows we are subjected 

to racism. They know our lives are 
seriously negatively impacted by the opposition 
we face at every level to live the same quality of 
life as any other Irish citizen. 

Our state makes us justify and prove our 
ethnicity. We constantly have to validate our 
very existence. For 50 years we have worked 
with our state to improve the quality of our 
lives. The foundation of that has always been 
recognition that we are Travellers, we have our 
own way of life, our own language, our own 
history. 

The state sees us a problem, they see us as 
failed settled people and respond accordingly. 
For 25 years we have sat at the tables of power, 
yet never held any power. We are powerful 
people but the structures set up ‘to facilitate’ 
consultation and dialogue between Travellers 
and the state will never empower us. 


We sit on committees such as the Local 
Traveller Consultative Committee and the 
National Traveller Consultative Committee, 
both toothless, because while Travellers bring 
up the issues of dangerous accommodation, 
and lack of delivery of accommodation, we are 
stonewalled by local councillors. They are there 
with one agenda: to use their position to black 
development of Traveller accommodation. 

In the aftermath of the tragedy in Glenamuck, 
we struggle as a community to come to terms 
with the needless loss of life. We do not yet 
know for sure what caused the fire. What we 
know is that those people were failed by the 
state - failed by racists and those willing to 
represent the views of racists. 

Why when Dun Laoghaire Rathdown sent 
back unspent money allocated to Traveller 
accommodation, and did not seek any funding 
this year, did these families have to live in such 
cramped, overcrowded conditions? Racism. 

Politicians like Josepha Madigan, who 
lobbied against the development of Traveller 
accommodation are opportunists. They are 
grasping to raise their profile and build a 
Career on issues they hope will win votes. The 
nature of Irish saciety and the deep rooted anti 
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Travellerism is the issue which needs to be 
addressed. 

To do this we must first be recognised as an 
ethnic group. Our state must protect us. But like 
any rights we have secured, we have to fight for 
that. In doing that we as a community have to 
mobilise. 

We have to honestly ask ourselves if we 
are colluding in our own oppression by sitting 
at tables of power where even if we make 
ourselves heard, decisions are made over our 
head, without us. I,for one. am having a hard 
look at my own engagement. 

Ten lives are lost. There are sites all over 
Ireland in worse condition; they are all accidents 
waiting to happen. We knew this before: we 
advocated, we shouted, we screamed, we 
strategised, we collected data, we supported 
a collective complaint to Europe but we still 
couldn't create the change we needed. 

Ten lives are lost. We are devastated, we 
are angry and we know we have been failed. 
Travellers are united in our grief and we will be 
united in our response. 


E Socialist Worker's full report on the 
Carrickmines tragedy is on page 3. 


E US Military out of Shannon — no to war and militarism 
People Before Profit and the Anti-Austerity Alliance 
are committed to campaigning for these principles inside 
and outside the Dail, 
The new alliance is a highly significant development 
which can pave the way for a much stronger socialist 


lett in Ireland and fight for the radical transformation 
of this society. 


Marxism Festival 
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a Mhe vight austerity budg- 
ets inflicted on us since 
2008 have played a 
major role in produc- 
ing higher and higher 

levels of sickness in the population. 

The pressure on people who are 
struggling to pay their mortgages, 
or who have lost their jobs, or who 
cannot afford to pay their increas- 
ingly high rents and are threatened 
with homelessness; who cannot af- 
ford to pay for their prescription 
drugs, who cannot afford to pay 
to visit the GP or who have had 
their medical cards taken off them . 

This is the basic reason why over 
the last number of years we have 
an increasing number of patients 
attending hospitals. 

Our present Fine Gael/Labour 
government and the previous 
Fianna Fail/Green government 
have a lot to answer for in the 
deterioration of our health services. 

The latest official figures confirm 
that the total number of nursing/ 
midwifery posts, in the public 
health service, as at the end of July 
2015, was 34,970. This is 4030 
less than the 39,000 posts in the 
system at the beginning of 2008. 

The embargo on recruiting 
nurses over the last few years has 
only just been lifted. In addition 
the pay, hours of wark, workload 
and other terms and conditions 
available in the HSE are simply 
not attractive when compared to 
other countries - particularly the 
UK, Australia. 

This has led to the farge scale 
emigration of health care profes- 
sionals of all kinds with the result 


being massive staff shortages 
throughout the system. 

The Lansdowne Road agreement 
also did our health service us no 
favours. It meant staff in our hospi- 
tals caking massive wage cuts with 
some having to work even longer 
hours as a result of the embargo on 
recruitment. This, combined with 
the increasing demand on services 
and general understaffing, has been 
a cause of increasing stress and sick- 
ness among the staff supposed to 
caring for others. 

Consequently staff moral has 
dropped to a very low point over 
recent years and the whole situ- 
ation has turned into a vicious 
downward spiral. 


rish rail workers fight for a pay 
increase should be supported by 
all workers. Its been over seven 
years since the train drivers 
received any pay rise w hile 
they have accepted numerous Cost 
cutting and product vitv deals 


worth over €°> m 


n NAVINGS. 
The most recent de 


The more recent Haddington 
Road agreement only gave us back 
a few crumbs with much the same 
terms and conditions as Lansdowne 
Rd so this has done nothing to 
remedy the situation. All staff are 
faced with intolerable workloads 
day in, day out which is taking 
its roll, physically, mentally and 
emotionally, 


Closures 

The closures of beds, lack of 
funding and staff shortages have 
had a major impact on patients. 
Our Hospitals are having to cancel 
day to day procedures on a regular 
basis to cope the overcrowding 
of A&Es which has reached crisis 


proportions. 

As a result people date wait 
months and in some cases years to 
have procedures done that can E 
activit 
It also inevitably has a damagin 
impact on the detection and d 


essential to their daily 


agnosis of serious problems that 
can make the difference between 
life and death 

The stark face that I vervd 
at work is that the deterioration of 
the health service has new reached 
crisis proportions. It is a dire 
result of the austerity policies of 
Successive right Wing governments 
and its atime Tor a change. In fact 
change is literally a matter of life 
and death! 


Our nurses fight bac 


f urses who are members of 
the INMO are set to begin a 
series of work to rule protests 
to highlight the ongoing crisis in 
Hospital Emergency Departments. 

Nurses in St Vincent's Hospital 
were the first to stage a lunchtime 
protest and work to rule over the 
conditions in the A&E there. 

The union reported chat in 
September over 7,000 patients were 
being treated on trollies in the EDs 
across the country. Despite minister 
Vardakar's high media profile and 
various promises, chronic over- 
crowding, a lack of bed capacity 
and continued understaffing have 
worsened. 

Beaumont Hospital in Dublin 
had 41 patients on trollies on one 
night in October, many of whom 
were OAPs. The numbers waiting 
for beds has increased by over 130% 
since last year alone. 

‘the crisis is caused by the refusal 
of this and previous Governments 
to properly fund health services and 
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increase the numbers of beds avail- 
able . The ratio of beds available fell 
from over 5 in che 1980s co just 3.2 
per thousand in 2010, in comparison 
the figure for Germany is over 8 per 
thousand. 

Not only is the crisis endanger- 
ing vulnerable patients, but it is 
placing a huge burden on frontline 


| workers. Despite claims from the 
| Government, the aétual number of 


nurses and midwifes employed has 
fallen by some 10% since 2008. This 
has meant that nurse now have a 
huge increase in their workload lead- 
ing to stress and high burnout levels 
among workers. Alongside this has 
been an increase reliance on tem- 
porary, agency staff, a practice that 
actually costs more than employing 
full time nurses. The savage cuts to 
new nurses pay rates and scales also 


mean many will not stay in Ireland 
| ance they qualify. 

One nurse told Socialists Worker 
that the issue wasn't just abour 
EDs. but the entire hospital system 
“Chronic undersiuffing is numpans ir 
wards and all across the health service 

The unions campaign while welcome 
needs to be just the fart of a national 
campaign that deals with all of the is- 
sues affeting health workers’. 

There is huge resentment and 
anger among nurses thar is forcing 
their union to take some action. _ 

This anger also relates to the 
| continued use of the Haddington 

Road agreement to wring more flex- 
ibility and productivicy from workers 
already pushed to the edge .One 
| INMO member told us" Nurses 
continue to be forced to effectively work 

one shift per month for free under the 
| deal which was pushed by the unions 
officials. We can't deal with underStaff- 
ing and overcrowding in hospitals 
unless we fight for decent pay and con- 
ditions for those who work there.” 


Socialist Worker industrial correspondent, 
reports on important current disputes. 


| Growing pay revolt should be 
supported by all 


‘SUPPORT THE TRAIN 
DRIVERS PAY FIGHT 


workers 


OWEN McCORMACA 
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Æ IPTU and the NBRU 
have both lodged pay 
claims for over 6% that 
workers are owed since 2009. The 
company are trying to wring extra 
Productivity from drivers for what 
they effectively already owe them 
This comes after two 
major productivity and cost 
cutting plans that saw lay scale 
redundancies, cuts in services and 
reduced carnings for workers, 
New drivers are now placed 
on a drastically reduced six year 
Pay scale and work continuous 
late shifts. In 2013 workers where 
browbcaten into accepting a 
cost cutting plan that took over 


6 million curo in earnings fram 
| them. 
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Capitallam is wrecking the 
Ilva of milliona and 
andangaring the planat. 

A new society can anly ba 
constructed when the workers 
take control af tha wealth and 
pian Ita production and 
distribution for human nead 
and not profit. 


REVOLUTION 

The present systam cannot be 

Patched up ar reformed. The 

aA 
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the wealthy. 4 Gu 
To destroy capitalism, 
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State structures and create a 

workers’ state based on much 


greater politica! and economie 
democracy. 
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deal being accepted, Dublin Bus 

accounts showed rising passenger 
numbers and last year it returned 
an 11 million profit. 

Many drivers now bclicve they 
were fooled into accepting that 
deal and frustration is growing at 
the length of time the talks ona 
Pay rise are taking. 

One driver told Socialist 
Worker “It's been over seven years 
since we had a pay rise and we 
have given cost savings amounting 
to millions since 2008; with USC 
and other stealth taxes we have 
had enough; talk of green shoots 
of recovery mean nothing if our 
pay packets are still less now than 
they were in 2007, the budget will 


make little difference to most of 
us here” 
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Carrickmines: An Earthquake of Tragedy - A FAILURE of the State: 


Lorraine McMahon, 
Balleyfermot Travellers Action Project. 


acurday 10th October 2015 
- an earthquake of tragedy 
sent shock waves across the 
Traveller community on a 
scale never seen before. 

The fire took the lives of 10 members 
of the Traveller community, 5 adults 
and § children; Willie Lynch (25) and 
his partner Tara Gilbert (27) and their 
children Jodie (9) Kelsey (4) and Willie's 
brother Jimmy Lynch (39), Sylvia 
Conors (25), her husband Thomas 
(27), their children Jim (5), Christy 
(2) and Mary (5 months) as they slept 
through the early hours of the morn- 
ing in the halting site on Glenamuck 
Road, Carrickmines Dublin. 

“I think in reflection to ignored voices, 
valiantly fought campaigns, deep and 
repeated challenges to the syflematic and 
inSitutional ignorance and thinly veiled 
discrimination; those ten lives were not 
lost. They were taken" Ocin DeBhairduin, 
Traveller leader. 

This was the worst fire in Ireland 
in terms of fatalities since the Stardust 
Fire in 1981. 

It raises serious questions as to the 
safety on halting sites, in particular 
unofficial and temporary sites on which 
Traveller families are forced to live for 
decades; sites with intolerable condi- 
tions, severe overcrowding and often 
without the most basic of services such 
as water and sanitation. 

1 Traveller families who were worried 
before this tragedy are now living in 
fear, with a common statement being 
“I am now afraid to sleep at night”. 

Safety concerns have been raised 
for decades by Traveller organisations 
to no avail. 

Our calls for safe, culturally ap- 
propriate accommodation in line 
with legislation have been systemati- 
cally ignored by the vast majority of 
Local Authorities. 


Travellers In 
Ireland 


Travellers are an indigenous mi- 
nority who have been part of Irish 
society for centuries. Travellers long 
shared history, cultural values, lan- 
guage, customs and traditions make 
then a self-defined group, which is 
recognisable and distinct. 

Their culture and way of life, of 
which Nomadism is a part, distin- 
guishes them from the sedentary or 
settled population. f 

Yer successive governments, despite 
obligations from human rights trea- 
ties Ireland has signed, have denied 
Travellers recognition of their ethnicity. 


It is the desired wish of the majority 
of Travellers to have formal recogni- 
tion of their ethnic status. Continued 
refusal of this is nothing less chan 
State Racism. 

Recognition will noc in itself solve 
the problems but it is a vital starting 
point. 


Traveller 
Accommodation 
- the Policies of 
the State 


At 36,000 Travellers are less than 
1% of the Irish population, so their 
accomodation needs could casily be 
met. But it doesn't happen. 

In 1995 the Task Force Report 
on Travelling People recognised that 
Travellers suffer social marginalisation 
and that Traveller specific accommo- 
dation was a key need. 

One outcome was the enact- 
ment of the Housing (Traveller 
Accommodation) Act 1998. 

This Act makes it mandatory for 
all Local Authorities to develop 5 year 
Traveller Accommodation Programmes 
(TAPs) identifying how they plan to 
meet the accommodation necds of 
Traveller families, including group 
housing, halting sites and transient 


Carrickmines Halting Site After the 


sites where the needed. 

However, in practice, these TAPs 
are only a paper exercise; they dont 
deliver on commitments made, govern- 
ment policies a€tually facilitate this as 
there are no penalties for non delivery. 

Plus the budget allocation for TAP’s 
at €4,3million in 2015, is so small 
thar the delivery of targets is literally 
impossible. 

This situation continues to be 
ignored by the government, It turns 
a blind eye to the fact that this year 
alone 15 Local Authorities did not 
even seek to draw down funding for 
Traveller accommodation. 

One of these is Dun Laoghaire- 
Rathdown who have responsibility 
for the Carrickmines site . 

The last local elections told a 
horror story about public repre- 
sentatives attitudes towards Traveller 
accommodation. 

Josepha Madigan (FG), openly 
objected to the Council's decision to 
locate Travellers on sites in the area 
as “a misuse of taxpayers resources and 
Cllr Barry Saul (FG) saying about 
the proposed halting site at Mount 
Anville Rd, “This site overlooking 
Dublin Bay would be a premium site 
for development”, and that he had “a 
commitment from the Council that it 
would be sold and the money reinvested 


ed 


The Balleyogan Rd Car Park. 
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in the community" 

Clearly Fine Gael do not view 
‘Travellers as a part of the commu- 
nity! The other Authorities who did 
not draw down any funding this 
year for Traveller accommodation 
are Carlow, Cavan, Donegal, South 
Dublin, Galway City, Galway County, 
Laois. Leitrim, Louth, Mayo, Meath. 
Monaghan, Sligo and Wexford. All 
these areas have Traveller families in 
need of accommodation. 


Conditions 


Accommodation is one of the most 
critical issues for the Traveller com- 
munity. It is che linchpin needed te 
address wider issues of health, educa 
tion and employment. 

Currently 549 ‘Traveller families 
are living in unofficial, i.c. side ot the 
road or temporary, halting sites and 
987 Traveller families are estimated 
to be sharing accommodation. 

That is 1,536 Traveller families 
living in intolerable conditions, over- 
crowded, unsafe and often without 
access to water and sanitation. 

In one area families have been 
waiting up to 18 years on permanent 
accommodation, 14 of those without 
water, sanitation or electricity. {4 years 
ago the Council provided the family 


Eileen Flynn writes: 


ravellers have 
always come second 
place in this state, 
What happened in 
the Carrickmines 
tragedy is a result of that. 
We just don’t matter to 
this government or the ones 
before it. 
You just have to look at 
the accommodation, and 
unhealthy living conditions to 
see it. 
They think we, the Traveller 


community, have nathing 
to give to Irish society, but 
people should not let the 
government or people in 
power fool them. 

Travellers have already 
made a significant 
contribution to Irish society 
and have so much more to 
give, if only we had equal 
opportunities, but all we get 
from this government is cut 
backs and let downs time 
after time, after time. 
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This government needs 
to go ASAP - they put no 
value on Travellers, refugees, 
homeless, or the wider 
working class. 

I'm studying community 
and youth work. 

Something I've learned 
is never do anything for 
the community, without the 
community, NOTHING ABOUT 
US, WITHOUT US. 

As a Traveller woman living 
on a halting site in Ballyfermot 


NEVER AGAIN! 


ice x Ud 1d Li 
calling for the <s shment of an 
Independent Housing Agen 
Traveller Accomodation, 

As the Connors, Lynch and Gilbert 
families grieve the loss of their loved 
ones, we must ensure that such a 
tragedy is a turning point and the 
disctimination that Travellers experi 
ence is wiped aut. 


Racism and 
Discrimination — 
fed from the top 


In the days which follawed the hor- 
rific fire we witnessed an outpouring 


with abandoned living 
conditions, | call the people 
of Ireland to pull together 
and work in solidarity with 
the Traveller community, help 
us get what we deserve as 
human beings, 

@ WE THE PEOPLE OF THE 
TRAVELLER COMMUNITY 
HAVE HAD ENOUGH. 

E THIS TRAGEDY MUST 
NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN ON 
A HALTING SITE OR TO ANY 
OTHER FAMILY iN IRELAND. 


of genuine gricf and 
the victims of Cacrickiiy 
vivers and their extende 

Some of us hoped that sect 
edy would not be in vain and t 
this might be a turning point and 
maybe the settled community and 
public representatives who previously 
objected to Traveller accommodation 
would think of human need betore 
reacling with prejudice. 

However, even before the bodies of 
the deceased were formally identified, 


a racist frenzy began. 
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s f lockdown 
of Bray, Balally and Wextord on the 
days of the funerals, demonstrates the 
deep roated institurionalised racism 
towards Travellers.. 

When Enda Kenny and Brendan 
Howlin at the funerals of the Connors 
Families in Wexford on Friday said 
they understood why business prem- 
ises, including pubs, remained closed 
during the funerals, they were not 
talking about closures duc to respect. 

They said “Obviously you've had 
incidents on some occasions where things 
got out of hand” and then Kenny said 
that Travellers have to discuss the ‘bad 
eggs’ within their community more 


When, at the funeral of Garda Tony | 


Golden last week, did Enda Kenny 
speak about the need to discuss the 
“bad eggs” within the force? 

The 10 lives taken in such horrific 
circumstances and the subsequent re- 
sponses are an indictment on che State. 

The racism and discrimination 
Travellers experience must he wiped 
out and the media bias with which 
Travellers are portrayed must be 
challenged. 

It is time for change and. in the 
words of Fr Derek Farell at the funeral 
mass of the Connors, this mus? be a 
“Wittershed” moment! 
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Aencialism 101 As the housing crisis deepens r 


election People 

Before Profit will 
stand on a programme 
of abolishing the water 
charges and property 
tax, taxing the rich 
and the corporations, 
cancelling the bankers 
debt, building social 
housing and a raft of 
other measures of 
real benefit to working 
class people in this 
society. 

Socialist Worker 
will enthusiastically 


| n the coming general 


John Molyneux 


Why Revolution? 


First, because the 
real power in this 
society, whatever 
the Constitution or 
RTE may say, is not 
located in parliament 
but in the boardrooms 
of the banks and big 
corporations who 
control the bulk of 
wealth, finance and 
production. 

This 1%, the real 
rulers of our society, 
will not permit either 
their wealth or their 
power to taken 
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endorse this 
programme and will 
actively campaign for 
these demands in the 
election and on the 
streets. 

At the same time, 
for Socialist Worker 
and the Socialist 
Workers Party, both 
the election campaign 
and the campaigns 
on the streets — the 
marches, rallies, strikes 
etc. — while important 
in themselves, are part 
of a wider struggle for 
a revolution in Ireland 
and internationally. 

Why? Why do we 
insist on the need for 
a revolution rather 
than just electing more 
socialists to the Dail or 
getting in a left wing 
government, important 
as those things are. 

To answer this 
question we first need 
to be clear what we 
mean by a revolution. 

We do not mean 
smali bands of people 
training in the Wicklow 
mountains in the hope 
they can repeat the 
Easter Rising. We do 
not mean an armed 
Struggle faunched by a 
small minority. 

We mean a mass 
movement of hundreds 
of thousands of 
ordinary working 
people. 

We mean developing 
the kind of campaign 
we have seen over the 
water charges into a 
mass movement that 
not only holds huge 
demonstrations but 
calls mass strikes, 
general strikes and 


workplace occupations | 


and is able to get rid 

of the existing power 

structure and take over 

the running of society. 
Why is this mass 

revolution from 

below necessary? 


| from them by any 


radical parliamentary 
government, 

No matter how large 
its democratic majority, 
the ruling class would 
do everything it could 


to resist and undermine 


such an elected 
government. 
They would stop 


| investing, try to take 


their money out of the 
country, sabotage the 
banks. In short they 
would try to strangle 
the economy. 


ji 
Armed Forces 


They would be backed 
in this by the media, 
the judges, and the 
top civil servants all 

of whom are run by 
the same class and 

by the IMF, the EU 
Commission, the ECB 
and other institutions 
of the global 1%. 

And if all of this was 
not enough to bring the 
radical government to 
heel they would have 
the police and armed 
forces on hand to 
depose it if they really 
needed. 

Even a government 
of a hundred Richard 
Boyd Barretts and Paul 
Murphys would not be 
able to resist such an 


| onslaught unless there 


was a mass workers 
movement able to 
take the source of the 
ruling class's power 
from them in the work 
places and defeat the 
power of the state 
machine i.e make a 
revolution. 


Equality 


There is another reason | 


why such a revolution 
Is Necessary. It is 
that to build a better 


| Society, a society 


of real equality and 


| freedom, there needs 


to be a change in 
people’s conciousness. 


At the moment 
the way most people 
think about the world 
is strongly influenced 
by the ruling class 
via the media and the 
education system, both 


| of which they ultimately 


control. 


Socialist education 
and propaganda - 


| leaflets, newspapers, 
| books etc - can 


make a difference 

but the only way the 
consciousness of the 
majority of people will 
change is in the actual 


| process of a mass 


revolutionary struggle. 
Experience 


It will be through the 
collective experience 
of starting to take 
control of their streets 
and communities, their 
transport and schools, 
their hospitals and 
factories that people 
will learn the meaning 
of solidarity and who 
are their real friends 
and potential allies 
and who their real 
enemies, and at the 
same time develop 
the confidence that 
they can run society 
themselves instead of 
leaving it to their so- 
called betters. 


In other words 
revolution is necessary 
because it is the 
only way the existing 
rotten system can be 
defeated and the only 
way we Can lay the 
foundations for a new 
and really democratic 
society. 

This revolution is 
not something that 
is counterposed to 
people's ongoing 


| battles for reforms and 


concrete demands 
but a process of mass 


| upheaval that grows 
| out of those immediate 
| struggles. 
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1916 to 2016, 100 years of impe 


Nearly 100 years after the 1916 
in Ireland and round the world are still fighting 


against austerity, against imperialism and against 


oppression. 


There are new movements rising, 
against racism in the USA to the r 
radical left in Europe. We live in y 


times. 


This years Marxism Festival fi 
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fected by the fall out of the Celtic t 
they have ensured that a clique involved 
in real estate and corporate finance will 
profit enormously, 

Last year the Government funded th 
building of just 459 sacial houses. one o 
the lowest amounts in the state's history 

As reported recently on RUE radio, this 
Government is content to see a situation 
where 40 families crowded into just one 
Dublin city contre BAB with just one coke 
to share amongst them when preparin 
for their families 

The hack of social housing alongside the 
near impossibility for many of ever owning 


REITS 


1 prin 
a new 


who w 


arisen anao 
€rialism and 


Fri Nov !3 to Sun Nov 


pP 
f 
tw 


The 1916 rising 
Kieran Alles 


ime) 


After Byriaa. 
Which way for the ! 
Richard Boyd Bar 
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Goretti Horgan, and activists 
from Egypt, US and Greece, 

yourself with radical ideas 
at this year’s Marxism Festival. 
We can change the world!. 
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of the largest, Hibernia, shows how the same 
clique that benefited from the Celtic Tiger 
bubble intend to continue profiting from 
the misery of its collapse. 


“Hibernia REIT; lreland’s _ 
sentre reneurial class at its 
ines 


Founded by Bill Nowlan, as the head ofan 
= asset and property 
management com- 
pany, Nowlan 
lobbied FGs Michael 
Noonan to pass leg- 
islation to legalise 
REITs in order to 
attract Irish and in- 
ternational funds 
into Irelands commercial and residential 
sector. Nowlan saw an opportunity with 
large amounts of property going at bargain 

- prices and set up HIBERNIA REIT when 
Noonan and the FG/Lab government passed 


Kari Marz? Iroland’s 


fees. The fight against Fortress Europe. 


“on, Memet Uludag 
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Paul Blackledge 
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1916 to 1923. 
Leah Speight 


Opening Rally. 1916 to 2016. 
100 years of imperialism & resistance. 


Sinn Fein in Government 
Goretti Horgan 


the legislation in 2013. This new legislation 
meant corporate landlords could now operate 
in Ireland and pay no taxes on their profit’s 
or on the sale of their properties. 


According to Bill, Ireland needs ta be more 
like China or Singapore when it comes to 
planning and development.ic less regulation 
or laws that impinge on the wealthy’s latest 
get rich quick schemes; “Many of the new 
cities in China 10 years ago were pastures. In 
Ireland, we need a Singapore-type approach 
to providing new residential and commercial 
buildings 

Nowlan gets his son, Kevin Nowlan in as 
Hibernia's CEO, a 
former agent with 
real estate firm 
DNG, who worked 
at Anglo Irish Bank 
under Sean 
Fitzpatrick as a 
“wealth manager", 
then landed a job at 
NAMA.. Many of NAMAs officials were 
deeply embedded in Ireland's property and 
financial bubble during the Cehic tiger boom, 
Just as many have now jumped trom NAMA 
into private firms bringing their valuable 
contacts and insider knowledge of where 
cheap and profitable properties van be got, 
Everyone's a winner, except Irish taxpayers 
or those who face homelessness or evictions 
or rapidly rising rents. 

Danny Kitchen; Chairman of Hibernia, 


INBS who aversaw 
“Fingers” Fingleton’s 
retirement package 
worth 27 million 
Euro, even as the 
Building society was 
bust with 5 billion 
in debt that Irefands 


workers had to pay for. 

Terence O'Rourke - managing partner in 
KPMG in 2007 one 
of the big auditors 
and accountancy 
firms that like Ernst 
and Young or Price 
Waterhouse Cooper 
receive huge fees 
fom Governments 
for studies that al- 
ways recommend cuts to public services 
and privatisation as solutions to every prob- 
lem! Under Rourke’s tenure, KPMG audited 
Irish Nationwide even as the crisis was in 
full swing, but managed to miss the impend 

ing bankruptcy and give them a clean hill 
of health. As well as been on the board of 
Hibernia, he is also on the board of the Irish 


Revolution. 


Fiona Ferguson 


was former head of 


Portugal 1974. 
A year of revolution. 
Melisn Halpin 


Rosa Luxemburg. Reform or Revolution. 


Tho politics of Gramacl. 
Marnic Holborow 


Sean O'Caney. 
Revolutionary author. 


Their revolutionary ideas. 
James O'Toole “| 


‘State & Revolution" 


Germany 1918-23. 
The ‘lost’ revolution. 
Madeleine Johansson 


The fight against 
fascism in Europe. 
Brian Richardson 
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Eamonn 
McCann 
says 


Times. 


Frank Kenny; Director of Hibernia; Owns 
US based Willett 
Companies, with a 
property portfolio 
which brings in rents 
of €51m a year. A 
recent interview 
proudly announced 
that “His kids went 
to Harvard and 
Columbia. He collects fine art. His house in- 
surance alone is C30k a year” 

And a little help from some International 
Friends....... 


The elephant in the 
room: the British State 
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Partners of the Irish rich in making 

profits from the housing crisis are the 

global real estate firms such as: è 
Hines; one of the world® | 

companies with assets valucd a 

lion. They got a prime sit ( 

and at Spencer dock in D 

hasement price fram NAMA. 1 

alone is a 1OQ-acre 

4.200 apartments and | 

ean rent out without p 

profits, They currently ha 

in property astet in Irela 

up since the recession 


Cherrywood bargain... 


US giant real estate company Kennedy 


Wilson have abo benetived from NAMA 
largesse and the collapse in property prices 
when the bubble bust; they bought numerus 


sites and properties including five apartment 
Mocks in Dublin while NAMA ate 
helping to tund their development on Sit 
lohin Rogerson Quay in the Dockland which 


alsa 


will house “204 high quali” apartments So they don't count t t dibility of 

John Rogerson quays The corporate future Sinn F aders sa 

funded by NAMA, milar in the wake of the killing and to get F an 
of Kevin McG Oz Belfast rt 


August 12th. The PSNI < e i 
that members of the IRA had been sourt 
involved. The so 


Derision 


The DUP walked out of the Executive 
in protest. Sinn Fein said that those 
who'd carried out the killing were 
“criminals”, that Republican leaders 
had not sanctioned any such activity. 
So the British asked the PSNI and MI5 
to look into the matter and sort the 
truth out. 

The report found that members of 
the IRA had been involved in killings 
and racketeering even after Sinn Fein 
claimed they'd gone away. But none of 
these activities had been sanctioned 
by the IRA leadership. So they didn’t 
count either. 

Commentators have heaped 
derision on the Loyalist and 
Republican denials. 

Sinn Fein isn't helped by the fact 

| that party president and long-time IRA 

| leader Gerry Adams denies ever having 

been in the IRA. Other SF leaders who 

served in the IRA alongside Adams 

regularly claim to believe him. 

i Newspapers like the Sunday 
Independent have had a field day 

| attacking the Shinners for this denial 
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ented ir 


Pat Finucane is the 
ctim of the M15/8ritish 
UDA murder machine 


ms best-known v 
Arm 
There wasn't a mention of any of 

s during the Dail debate on the 
PSNI/MI5 report during which Sinn 
Fein was roundly attacked by FF, FG 
and Labour spokespersons. 

The fact that Adams and Co. 
deserve little sympathy shouldn't 
blind us to the hypocrisy which 
highlights the sins of the Provos and 
other paramilitaries while ignoring 
the sacrileges against humanity 
perpetrated by Powell, MIS and otthss 
representatives of the British ruling 
class. 

These ills thrive in a dysfunctional 
State with politics based on the 
artificial construct of communal 
identity. 

Socialists must differentiate 
themselves sharply from the 
communal parties. Green and Orange. 
and carve out a political position which 
enables us to take an unequivocal 
stand against paramilitarism and all its 
ills while making no concessions to the 
toxic State represented by thugs like 
Powell and killer gangs like MI5. 
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BUDGET 2016: 


91st Century Thatc 


Nigel Gallagher, Peaple Before Profit 
candidate for Sligo Leitrim. 


E fF you were to only listen to mainstream 
BE media in the wake of Budget 2016 you 
E would be forgiven for thinking that 
BE austerity was over and we were back to 
E the so called ‘giveaway budgets’ of the 
Celtic Tiger. But instead of resembling the 
budgets of the Tiger era it resembles the 
budgets of the infamous Thatcher years. 
Whilst Thatcher was for many a deeply 
unpopular figure she still managed to win 
three elections in the crisis ridden cra of 
the 1980s. 

This was done through a combination 
of two strategies: first, pushing the narra- 
tive of TINA, claiming that There Is No 
Alternative to austerity, cuts, privatization, 
and market forces. This is the narrative 
that the Irish public has been fed by Irish 
and European elites and their media since 
the crisis hit in 2008. Ie will be parroted 
by Fine Gael and Labour throughout this 
election. 

They will insist they were the ones 
who had to make the “tough decisions” 
and they are the only safe pair of hands 
to lead the so-called recovery; it is cither a 
future of “stability” with them or “chaos” 
in the hands of the left and independents, 
failing to recognize the chaos already here 
for the thousands of people on hospital 
trolleys and those living in deprivation 
because of their policies. 

Thatchcrism’s second strategy was 
delivering carefully aimed budgets that 
would shore up their support base close 
to election time. Budgets were aimed at 
appeasing particular sections of society, 
the corporate sector and the middle to 
upper middle classes. 


If we look behind the headlines of 
“giveaway” Budget 2016 we sce that it is 
these sections that benefit most from the 
€1.5 billion that is being returned to the 
Irish economy from a total of €30 billion 
chat was stripped off the Irish people over 
the last five years. Social Justice Ireland 
describe it as ‘the filth regressive Budget 
ina row’. 


Corporate Giveaway 
Many of the key benefits from Budget 2016 
flow directly to the corporate sector, The 
jewel in the crown is the introduction af 
a Knowledge Development Box (KDB) 
to reduce corporate taxes even further 
Over the last 12 months, the Irish state 
has come under increasing pressure to 
close tax loopholes enjoyed by multina 
tionals. Noonan eventually relented on 
the so-called ‘double Irish’, but not betore 
dreaming up the introduction ofa research 
and development catch-all category. 
The whole idea of a KDB is a seam. 
It allows corporations to declare profits 


relating to their researc! 
at 6.25%. This 1s halt 
of 12.5%, contirmir 
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Appealing to the rich 


PEOPLE BEFORE PROFIT ELECTION CAMPAIGN: 


Meet the Candidates 


eople Before Profit is fielding 
Dis strongest ever team of 

candidates for the coming 
general election. 

Socialist Worker talked to four of 
them from across the country: Una 
Dunphy in Waterford, Eddie Conroy 
in Roscommon East Galway, Jim 
O'Connell in Cork South Central and 
Deirdre Wadding in County Wexford. 

We asked what made them decide 
to run for People Before Profit, what | 
are the main national and local issues 
they want to highlight and their attitude 
to the new AAA-PBP alliance. 

Una Dunphy is from Tramore and 
is an active trade unionist, currently 
President of Waterford Council of Trade | 
Unions. 

She says ‘The deterioration of 
people's lives at the hands of the 
most recent governments has led me 
to further activism, culminating in my 
decision to run for election and | feel 
that PBP best suits my beliefs on how 
to achieve a fairer society.’ 

Una has many national issues 
she plans to campaign on including 
abolition of Irish Water, the overhaul of 
the HSE, the plight of lone-parents and 
repeal of the 8th Amendment. 


Cardiac care 
Locally she wants to focus on the 
immediate reinstatement of 24/7 
cardiac care at University Hospital 
Waterford, the achievement of 
university status for Waterford Institute 
of Technology and youth employment 
and the development of opportunities 
for 18-24 year olds. 

Eddie Conroy is a native of Boyle 
and was one of the main figures 
in the Right2Water campaign in 
the Roscommon East Galway 
constituency. 

‘Austerity had stirred the anger 
within me and the water charges were 


; earning under €70,000. 


the catalyst for taking that anger to the 


Clockwise from top left: Una Dunphy (Waterford), 


East Galway), Jim O 
(County Wexford) 


next level, activism. The more | looked 
into PBP, the more boxes were getting 
ticked.’ 

Like all PBP candidates, Eddie 
wants to abolish the water charges, 
the property tax and the USC for thos 


He will campaign for ‘a National 
Health Service where people are 
treated according to medical need not 
the size of their wallet’ and wants to 
‘take all oil and gas resources back 


into public ownership' while making 


Eddie Conroy (Roscommon 


’Conneil (Cork South Central) and Deirdre Wadding 


‘the corporations pay the pro 
bee lacs pay proper rate of 

As a candidate in Roscommon 
Eddie is particularly concerned about 
the decline of rural Ireland, including 
the closure of Garda stations and the 
collapse of employment opportunities 
in the region. 

Plus he is for a ban on fracking 
which he sees as ‘a threat to our farms 
Our water, fish stocks and general ‘ 
health’. 


dim O'Connell grew up in Cork City, 


g 3 ga 
old and the disadvanta 
‘the scandal of th 
home essness ba k reco 

and the lack of social housing' 

He too is pledged to 
charges, property tax an 
ordinary people. 

Locally he opposes ‘further effort 
to site an incinerator in Cork harbour’ 
and ‘the further erosion of local 
democracy with attempts to me rge 
City and County Councils’. 

Cllr Deirdre Wadding, is from 
Wexford Town, now living in Kilrane. 
She is a former teacher working with 
Traveller children and performed as a 
Storyteller in schools and libraries. 

She says, 'I was non-party but 
became interested in People before 
Profit through my contact with and 
observation of many who have now 
become comrades, | felt the Policies 
and attitudes were very much aligned 
with how | thought.... This system is 
totten and must be changed utterly 
and radically’. 

Deirdre’s list of issues was as 
long as your arm: housing and 
homelessness, refugees and racism 
repeal the 8th, tax the rich, redistribute 
the wealth. stop TTIP and many more 

in relation to Wexford she stresses 
also ‘staffing levels at Wexford General 
Hospital and mentai healthcare ~ Š 


dti 


herism 


AAA- PBP alliance 


te 
I sa 

t alliance 
°} j and that is 
bath share the sarme core 

I es. We will not allow the 1% to 

r from the suffering of the 99%" 

Prospects 


Looking ahead, Deirdre sounds a 
warning, “As regards the future and a 
Potential Left Wing government, “at's 
something to strive for but not at any 
cost and certainly not in coals with 
any Right Wing / Austerity parties. We 
need to avoid the road Syriza toc 

Jim O'Connell's final ent ig 
‘This election is probably «tr test 
chance for generations ‘mr peaple 
to dispense with the politics as us Š 
of the mainstream parties who o 
consult with the electorate around 
election time and then resume thet 
aloof privileged position for another 5 
years. 

A more equal and fairer society 1s 
possible with a new way of controling 
Our own destinies. First we must clear 
Out the rotten establishment.’ 

Future issues of Socialist Worker 


will feature more PBP candidate 
interviews. 
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International round up - 


Socialist Worker 7 


Throwing off the 


from Palestine to South Africa Mantle of repression 


As Socialist Worker goes to press there are a large number of important 
struggles and developments internationally which our lack of space and 
resources prevent us covering adequately. Here is a brief round up: 


Palestine. 


This is what occupation looks like 


James O'Toole reports 


16 year old Palestinian sweet seller 

was shot on Saturday Oct 24" at 

an Israeli checkpoint. ‘the Israelis 

claimed he ‘had a knife’ but eye 
witnesses rejected this. 

Over the last three weeks, the Israeli 
Occupation Forces have killed 46 Palestinians 
— including 10 children — and injured over 
5,000 more, with over 290 injured forces 
on the ‘Day of Rage’ protests which cook 
place on October 23". 

Israel recently passed legislation allowing 
soldiers and police to shoot to kill when 
confronted with stone throwing protesters. 

Israel has increased the level of repressive 
measures directed against Palestinians, includ- 
ing the use of lethal force against protesters, 
punitive home demolitions, and an increase 


outh Africa has been swept by a mass 

student revolt against a fees hike they 

have branded as ‘anti-black, anti-poor 
and anti-working class’. 


The students faced tear gas and water 
cannon as in the Apartheid days but their 
mass solidarity has forced President Zuma 
to back down. 


A great victory and inspiration to students 
everywhere! 


Continuing our series on classic 
socialist texts, James Granell reviews 
Marx's study of the Paris Commune, 
‘The Civil War in France’. 


working classes emancipate 
themselves? Can the 
| workers revolution take over the 
existing institutions of the state — its 
police, courts, and parliamentary 
dung-heaps? 

Or must they destroy them, 
| replacing them with new forms of 
workers’ self organisation and power? 
| These questions come to the fore in 
Karl Marx's The Civil War in France. 

The Civil War in France is Marx's 
pioneering work on the Paris 
Commune of 1871. The Commune 
lasted for only seventy-two days — 
18 March to 28 May — during which 
time the workers of Paris took control 
of their city and began to run it for 
| themselves. This event provided 
| _ the first glimpse of what socialism 
| would really look like, while also 
| monstrating the importance of the 
ancipation of the working class. 
wrote this piece during the 
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| 
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in the number of arrests and detentions, 

Netanyahu was re-elected on a ticker ol 
defence of the occupation and denial ol 
any Palestinian state. 

He has continued to entrench a reality in 
which Palestinians and Israelis are subject to 
different laws and courts, use separate ronds 
and have unequal access to basic necessities 
such as water and housing while Israeli set 
tler violence goes unchecked . 

In response to the repression Palestinians 
have begun knife attacks on Istacli citizens, 

This kind of desperate reaction is an in 
evitable response to the brutal occupation, 

Israel is a racist Apartheid srate built on 
the expulsion and exclusion of the Palestinian 
people. 

We must continue to boycott Isracl and 
protest in solidarity with the Palestinians, 


South Africa - student revolt against fees 


South Africa student revolt 


Karl Marx on the Paris Commune 


events of the Commune and presented 
it as an address to the General Council 
of the International Workingmen’s 
Association on 30 May — just two 
days after the last barricade in Paris 
was destroyed. It was then published 
in pamphlet form in June 18771. 

The Commune achieved much of 
note during its short existence, On 30 
March it abolished conscription and 
the standing army, declaring that a 
National Guard consisting of citizens 
capable of bearing arms was to be 
the sole armed force. On the same 
day a number of foreigners who had 
been elected to the Commune were 
confirmed in office, because, as Engels 
said, "the flag of the Commune is the 
flag of the World Republic.” 

This historical fact flies in the face of 
modern bourgeois rhetoric that tries to 
paint the working class as backward 
and full of prejudice. National and 
racial strife are propagated by the 
ruling class and have no place within a 
workers’ republic. 

On 1 April it was decided that the 
highest salary paid to any employee of 
the Commune, including the members . Commune. They knew that. ‘in order 
themselves, would not exceed 6,000 


francs. All officials, public servants, 
magistrates and judges were now to 
be elected, responsible, and revocable. 

On 2 April the Commune declared 
the separation of Church and State. 
Church property became national 
property and on 8 Apni it was decreed 
that all schools were to be secularised. 
Cleared of interference from Church 
and State, education was to be 
accessible to all. As Marx noted, “the 
priests were sent back to the recesses 
of private life, there to feed upon the 
alms of the faithful in imitation of their 
predecessors, the apostles.” 

On 16 April the Commune began 
to make plans for the reorganization 
of factories closed down by the 
manufacturers. These would now 
operate under the control of the 


Marx points out that the working 
class did not expect miracles from the 


i to work out their own emancipation... in the postscript to the 1891 edition f Republic. 


Portugal: Left Government blocked 
D resident Anibal Silva has refused to appoint 


l aleft anti- austerity, anti-Troika coalition 
government even though it gained a majority 
in the elections and the parliament. 

He said, ‘It is my duty to do everything 
possible to prevent false signals being sent to 
financial insticutions, investors and markets. 
As in Greece -so much for democracy! 


Turkey’s new war on Kurds: Memet 
Uludag reports 


Turkey is going co the ballot box a second 
time in 4 months following the deadlock 
after the June elections. 

The results of chese elections were a key 
moment in Turkey's troubled history. For 
the firse time the Kurdish and left supported 
People’s Demacratic Parry (HDP) passed th 
10% national threshold and gained 13 
the votes and 80 of the 550 seats in tl 
Parliament. 

‘The June elections ended t 
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party rule of Erdogan‘ Justi Suffragette 
Party (AKP) 
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Egypt: mass strika at Mahalia 
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Slaughtered Communards 


they will have to pass through 
long struggles, through a series of 
historic processes, transforming 
circumstances and men.’ 


of The Civil Var in France, Eagets 
wrote: ‘of late, the Socia-Democratic 
philistine has once mare been fled 
with wholesome temor at the words: 


workers formally employed in them, The Commune demonstrated the i i & Protetanat 
organised in co-operative societies, potential of the working class. It also pes pono Chee ve J 
joined in one large union. All the while demonstrated the lengths to which to know what he dictutpre looks 
the Commune was under siege from the ruling class would go to crush any like? Look at the Paris Cammune. That 
the reactionary forces of the Versailles semblance of working class revolution. was the Dictatarshyy of the Prcmatariat ' 
government. | In the last week in May the Commune And that ts precisely why the ENEG 


was crushed by the Versailles troops 
who slaughtered 30,000 Communards 
on the streets of Paris. 
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olitics in the North can often 

appcar trapped in limbo. Crisis 

follows crisis reinforcing sectar- 

ian division and hopelessness. 

Irs no wonder so many believe 
the devolved Northern Ireland Assembly 
is beyond repair and their political repre- 
sentatives incapable of running a functional 
government. 

The latest crisis creating a sense of politi- 
cal paralysis was triggered by the murder of 
Kevin McGuigan, a farmer IRA member, 
in Belfast. Unionists threatened the power- 
sharing government couldn't continue if 
IRA members were found to have carried 
out the attack. 

‘The Ulster Unionist Parry, led by former 
TV presenter Mike Nesbitt, exploited the 
opportunity co show they were the ‘hard- 
est’ on IRA paramilitarism by withdrawing 
their one minister from participation in 
the Northern Ireland Executive. 

The UUP was the dominant political 
power for decades in the North but were 
outmanocuvred and effectively marginal- 
ised by the DUP during the Belfast Peace 
Agreement yea 

With dissatisfaction with Stormont and 
the DUP growing, Neshitte’s UUP believe 
they can develop a broader case for them- 
selves in advance of the Assembly elections 
next year, The strategy boils down to an 
attempr to beat the Orange Drum louder 
than other Unionist parties. 

Nor to be outilanked, Peter Robinson 
then asked the NI Secretary of State, Theresa 
Villiers, to implement an emergency sus- 
pension of the Stormont Assembly, 

When Villiers refused to do this the 
DUP in a theatrical attempt to raise the 
stakes higher had Robinson step-aside as 
NI First Minister. 

Rather than collapsing the Assembly by 
ending their involvement Arlene Forster 
was assigned First Minister and DUP de- 
partment ministers have been resigned and 
then reappointed on a weekly basis. 


PSNI/MI5 report 


In response, Villiers requested a report on 
the state of paramifitarism in che North. 
The recently released report was jointly 


drafted by the PSNI and M15. 


NAMA’s Vultures Picnic - The dodgy 


Dave O'Farrell 


s the financial crisis began 

to take hold in 2007 we 

were treated to a chorus of 

government ministers and 

economic experts predicting 
a “soft landing”. For most of us this soft 
landing was distinctly mythical but for 
some it was very real and a key part of it 
was the establishment of NAMA in 2009, 

Since its creation NAMA has provided 
soft landings for a variety of big developers 
and rich pickings for a Rock of vulture 
capitalists buying up distressed properties. 
One particular mythical beast which has 
done very well in the last two years is 
Cerberus Capital - a US based company 
named after the giant multi-headed dog of 
Greek mythology which guards the gates of 
the underworld. 
The details of the Cerberus deal have 

been thrust into the media spotlight by Mick 
Wallace's revelations in the Dail around the 


sale of NAMAS northern portfolio. 


te claimed ta draw on ‘current intel 
ligence, historic material and analysis to 
provide an assessment of structures, roles 
and purpose of paramilitary groups in NE. 

It finds that all the main paramilitary 
groups operating here during ‘the Toubley’ 
are still in existence ~ this includes the PIRA, 
UDA, UVE and INLA. 

Ihis is nothing most people in the North 
would find surprising. 

‘The report also finds that none of these 
groups ‘are involved in phinning ar conduct 
ing terrorist activity’ and are committed 
to the promoting peace but that thet 
members, including leading members, aie 
sometimes involved in violence, criminal 
activity and sometimes murder. 

Nevertheless, the report finds ‘dis 
sident republican’ groups the New and 
Continuity IRA are the greatest threat to 
national security. 


Known as Project Fagle this was the 
largest property transaction ever in Northern 
Ireland involving a purchase price of €1.6 
billion for loans with a face value of some 
€5.7 billion, 

The allegations surrounding the sale are 
staggering, encompassing illegal payments, 
corrupt officials, the involvement of First 
Minister Peter Robinson and then Finance 
Minister Sammy Wilson - and a former US 
Vice President tor good measure. 

NAMA established a Northern Ireland 
Advisory Committee to advise on its 
Northern portfolio and Finance Minister 
Sammy Wilson appointed Frank Cushnahan 
and Brian Rowntree to its board. 

Both have since resigned after revelations 
of massive contracts awarded by the 
Northern Ireland Housing Executive, while 
Rowntree was Chairman and both were on 


| its board, to Red Sky — 2 construction firm 


chaired by Cushnahan, 


Only months after resigning Cushnahan 
reemerged as an advisor to Pimco 


—an earl 
bidder for the Project Eagle loans. : 
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Mick Wallace raises NAMA dodgy deals in Dail 


Pimco were later forced to withdraw from | 
the sale process after NAMA was informed 
that Pimco was to pay £15 million ta its US 
legal frm Brown Rudnick, to Belfast based 
legal firm Tughans and to Cushnahan as pare 
of its hid. 


Following Pimco's withdraw] Cerberus 


| Arrow — a loan portfolio with a face v 
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lan Coulter (mar director of T 
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7 x< 


now chair of Cerberus Global Investn t 

On April 3" 2014 NAMA s 
Project Eagle loans to Cerberus, In Januar; 
of 2015 lan Coulter resigned from Tughans. 

In July Mick Wallace revealed in the Dail 
an audit at Tughans found £7m had been 
put in an Isle of Man bank account and thar 
this had been “earmarked for a Northern 
Ireland politician or party”. 

Despite the ongoing investigations into 
these dodgy: deals NAMA has now identified 
Cerberus as the preferred bidder for P 


d the 


Tolet 
alue af 


E6 25 hill; 7 
€6.25 billion and an estimated sale price af 


€800 million. 
: While many would question this deal 
in light of the revelations outlined above, 

tor Cerberus — and indeed NAMA - this is 
business as usual, i 


Over the last two years Cerberus has used 
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